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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims 

Claims 1-7 (Canceled). 

Claim 8 (Original): An apparatus aseesd iftg^o - elfti m - I - , - further comprising: 

(A) a driving device which drives a focus adjusting system; and 

(B) a control device having a driving mode fo r minutel y driving said focus 
adjusting system before a climbing-drive mode, which, in said driving mode, repeatedly 
performs determination of a focusing state of said focus adjusting system while causing said 
driving device to drive said focus adiusting_s_ystemu and, if said focus adjusting system has 
been driven in one direction until the number of times of the determination repeatedly 
performed reaches a predetermined number of t i™? ^ mv eyts saic| focus adjusting system from 
being driven in said one direction: and 

an image pickup device which receives a light flux taken in through said focus 
adjusting system, 

wherein said control device controls said driving device to drive said focus adjusting 
system in such a direction as to increase a predetermined high-frequency component of a 
picked-up image signal from said image pickup device. 

Claim 9 (Canceled). 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): An apparatus according to claim 9, comprising: 
(A) a driving device which drives a focus adjusting system; and 

2 

25787/127/714522.1 

PAGE 3/3 * RCVD AT 8/9/2C05 4:45:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:IJSPT0-EFXRF-W24 4 DNIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):02-24 



08/09/05 15:43 FAX 



@004 



(B) a control device having a driving mode for minutely driving said focus 
adjusting system before a climbing-drive mode, which, in said driving mode, repeatedly 
performs determination of a focusing state of said focus adjusting system while causing said 
driving device to drive said focus adjusting system, and, if said focus adjusting system has 
been driven in one direction until the number of times of the determination repeatedly 
performed reaches a predetermined number of times, inverts said focus adjusting system from 
being driven in said one direction. 

wherein said control device controls said driving device to drive said focus adjusting 
system in such a direction as to bring said focus adjusting system into an in- focus state, and 

wherein, if said focus adjusting system has been driven within a predetermined range 
for a predetermined period of time, said control device determines that said focus adjusting 
System is in an in- focus state. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): An apparatus according to claim 9, comprising: 
A^> a driving device which drives a focus adjusting system; and 
(B) a control device having a driving mode for minutely driving said focus 
adjusting_svstem before a climbing-drive mode, which, in said driving mode, repeatedly 
performs determination of a focusing state of said focus adjusting system while causing said 
driving device to drive said focus adjusting system, and, if said focus adjusting system has 
been driven in one direction until the number of times of the determinate repeatedly 
performed reaches a predetermined number of times, inverts said focus adjusting system from 
being driven in said one direction. 

wherein said control device controls said driving device to drive said focus adjusting 
system in such a direction as to bring said focus adjusting system into an in-focus state, and 
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wherein, if said focus adjusting system has been driven within a predetermined range 
for a predetermined period of time, said control device stops driving of said focus adjusting 
system by said driving device. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): An apparatus according to claim - 9; comprising! 
(A> a driving device which drives a focus adjusting system: and 
fly) a control device having a driving mode for minutely driving said focus 
adjusting system before a climbing-drive mode, which, in said driving mode, repeatedly 
performs determination of a focusing state of said focus adjusting system while causing said 
driving device to drive said focus adjusting system, and, if said focus adjusting svstemhas 
been driven in one direction until the number of times of the determination repeatedly 
performed reaches a predetermined number of times, inverts said focus adjusting system from 
being driven in said one direction, 

wherein said control device controls said driving device to drive said focus adjusting 
system in such a direction as to bring said focus adjusting system into an in-focus state, and 

wherein, if said focus adjusting system has been driven beyond a predetermined range 
in a predetermined period of time, said control device controls said driving device to drive 
said focus adjusting system at a ftster speed in a direction in which said focus adjusting 
system has been driven. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): An apparatus aooording to claim 9, comprising: 
(A) a driving device which drives a focus adjusting system: and 
CB) a control device having a driving mode for minutely driving said focus 
- adjusting system before a climbing-drive mode, which, in said driving mode, repeatedly 
performs determination of a focusing state of said focus adjusting system while causing said 
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driving device to drive said focus adjusting system, and, if said focus adjusting system has 
been driven in one direction un til the number of times of the determination repeatedly 
performed reaches a predetermined number of times, inverts said focus adjusting system from 
being driven in said one direction, 

wherein said control device controls said driving device to drive said focus adjusting 
system in such a direction as to bring said focus adjusting system into an in -focus state, and 

wherein said control device has a first driving mode for minutely driving said focus 
adjusting system and a second driving mode for driving said focus adjusting system at high 
speed, and, in said first mode, if said focus adjusting system has been driven in one direction 
until the number of times of the determination repeatedly performed reaches the 
predetermined number of times, restrains said focus adjusting system from being driven in 
said one direction. 

Claim 14 (Original): An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein, in said first 
driving mode, if said focus adjusting system has been driven beyond a predetermined range in 
a predetermined period of time, said control device controls said driving device to drive said 
focus adjusting system in said second driving mode in a direction in which said focus 
adjusting system has been driven. 

Claim 15 (Canceled). 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): An apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: 
(A) a driving device which drives a focus adjusting system; and 
fB) a control device having a driving mode for minutely driving said focus 
adjusting system before a clim hinpr-ririy e mode, which* in said driving mode, repeatedly 
performs determination of a focusing state of said focus adjusting system while causing said 
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driving device to drive said focus adjusting system, and, if said focus adjusting system has 
been driven in one direction until the number of times of the determination repeatedly 
performed reaches a p redetermin ed number of times, inverts said focus adjusting system from 
being driven in said one direction. 

wherein, in said first driving mode, if said focus adjusting system has been driven 
beyond a predetermined range in a predetermined period of time, said control device controls 
said driving device to drive said focus adjusting system in said second driving mode in a 
direction in which said focus adjusting system has been driven. 

Claims 17-28 (Canceled). 
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